had to express at that precise moment his faith in the future or some suggestion of an apostolic mission, (Not that he felt much vocation to any apostolate.)
But excitement of the senses went well with presentiment of impending catastrophe. In the eighteenth century, as a matter of fact, had not people talked about the coming collapse of the regime without losing sight of the contour of a pretty throat ? He thought of Choiseul, of Turgot; but he placed them in a rather vague setting, for his history of France was not at the moment very dear in his mind.
Germaine did not deceive herself, either, about the meaning of Gurau's gaze. But she did not need any process of reasoning to justify it. In the first pkce, she was not so sure as he was about the relative importance of the fate of Europe and a pretty woman's bosom. In the next pkce, a woman is always capable of associating physical love with any other activity whatsoever, even the most intellectual. Once her first shamefacedness is overcome, a woman is. ready to kvish her caresses in the intervals of a man's most transcendental thinking. The idea of incongruity never occurs to her, nor does that of hypocrisy. She would scarcely be surprised if her lover, a prince of the Church, should develop an interest in her bosom while he was drafting a sermon on chastity.